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unjust cause, decline the judgement of the Holy Ghost,
resisting in his disobedience his Holy Mother the
Catholic Church, him despise ye as a brood of anti-
Christ, a destroyer of the Christian religion, and respect
any sentence which our legates may pronounce against
him. To those, on the other hand, who shall humbly
submit to our judgement, pay all reverence and ho-
nour." h

But Henry's submission to any arbitration, even if the
scene at Canossa had not taught him mistrust of the
Pope's equity, of the Pope's justice, had invalidated his
title. That he was the actual, uncleposed, undeposable
King, his rival a rebel and an usurper, was the strength
of his cause. Gregory's words of peace therefore, how-
ever lofty, could not be expected even by himself to
overawe the civil war, of which his own pretensions
were one of the causes. His language, in- p0iicyof
deed, was appalling enough. In a second ad- Gregory-
dress to the German nation, he anathematises all who
shall impede the assembling a general Diet to judge
between the two kings, whether king, archbishop, duke,
marquis, or of whatsoever station or dignity. Nor does
he confine his denunciations to the remote spiritual
state of the transgressor; he imprecates vengeance on
his body as on his soul. " In all his acts may he feel
(the imprecation, no doubt, was intended as a prediction)
the vengeance of Almighty God; in every battle may
he find his strength fail; may he never obtain March 3<
a victory, but, prostrate in humble contrition, ml
be abased and confounded, till he is brought to true
repentance." Such was the Papal address, sanctioned
by a great synod at .Rome.1

* Ad Gfirmanosj iv. 24.                              J Ibid. Regest. v.
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